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A basic rule:
Newspaper

photos must
tell the truth

Allan Delrich, an award win-
ning Blade photographer, re-
signed from the staff April 7 af-
ter admitting he digitally altered
the content of a pholograph that
was published on The Blades
front page.

The incident was reported in
this newspaper and in the na-
tional media and in online jour-
nalism publications. We con-
ducted an internal investigation

and found that since January
dozens of digitally altered pho-
tographs of his were published
either in the newspaper or on
our Web site.

Readers have asked us why
this was such a big deal. What's
wrong with changing the con-
tent of a photograph that is
published in a newspapet?

The answer is simple: It is
dishonest.

Journalism, whether by using
words or pictures, must be an
accurate representation of the
truth.

Details of the incident un-
folded gradually in the days af-
ter Mr, Detrich’s digitally altered
picture was published on March
31. The dramatic photograph
showed members of the Bluff-
ton University baseball team
lmeeling in prayer before play-
ing their lirst game since five of
their players died in a March 2
bus crash in Atlanta.

We did not know at the time
of publication that the photog-
rapher, using a computerized
photo-editing tool calied Pho-
toshop, had removed the legs
of a person wearing blue jeans
and standing in the background
behind & banner.

The matter was brought to my
attention on April 4 by Donald
R. Winslow, editor of News Pho-
tographer, a publication of the
National Press Photographers
Association. Mr. Winslow said
that on April 2, photographers
from the Dayton Daily News
were comparing how various

Ohio newspapers covered the
Bluffion baseball game. Each
paper had its own similar Bluff-
ton picture. But The Blade’s pic-
ture was the only one with the
mysterious blue-jean clad legs
missing.

After establishing that the
photograph was altered, The
Blade immediately started its
investigation. We published a
correction and an apology to
our readers on April 6.

When questioned by Blade
editors, Mr. Detrich admitted
manipulating the photograph,
offering the explanation that
it was {or his personal use and
that he mistakenly ransmitted
it to the newspaper [or publica-
tion. He was suspended while
the investigation continued. The
next day he resigned.

An intensive investigation of
Mr. Detrich’s work, conducted
by Nate Parsons, The Blade's
directar of photography, found
that since January of this year,
Mr. Detrich submitted 947
photographs for publication,
of which 79 had been digitally
altered.

Twenty-seven of the altered
photographs were published
Both in the newspaper and on
toledoblade.com, and an ad-
ditional 31 were published only
on toledoblade.com. Another 21
altered photographs submitted
by Mr, Detrich were not pub-
lished.

The changes Mr. Detrich
made included erasing people,
iree limbs, utility poles, electri-

cal wires, electrical outlets, and
other background elements
from photographs. In other
cases, he added elemnents such
as tree branches and shrubbery.

Mz Bretrich also submit-
ted two sports photographs in
which items were inserted. In
one he added a hockey puck
and in the other he added a bas-
ketball, each hanging in mid-air.
Neither was published,

The Blade is removing all of
Mz Detrich’s photographs from
toledoblade.com and blocked
access to any of his photographs
in the newspaper's archive.

Like many other newspapers,
The Blade shares its work with
the Associated Press, an inter-
national news cooperative, On
April 6, the AP removed all 50 of
Mr. Detrich’s photographs from
its archives.

Honesty is the fundamental
value in journalism.

When a Blade reporter or
photographer covers a news
event, the newspaper and its
readers expect an accurate re-
cord of the event.

Reporters and editors are not
allowed to change quotes or
alter events to make them more
dramatic. Photographers and
photo editors cannot digitally
alter the content in the frame of
a photograph to make the image
more powerful or artistic,

This principle is widely rec-
ognized. In 1991, at the dawn
of the digital age, the National
Press Photographers Association

adopted a "Digital Manipulation
Code of Ethics,” which all mem-
bers are required to sign.

That lengthy code makes
it very clear that altering the
editorial content of a picture is
a breach of ethical standards.
All Blade photographers are
memnbers of the association. All
of them have signed the code
of ethics, and The Blade follows
this code.

This newspaper has a tertific
staff of professional journalises.
They work hard to bring vou
the truth in steries and photo-
graphs of what is happening in
our community, every day of the
year, It is especially dismaying
to have something like this hap-
pen that may cast doubt on our
work.

It’s impossible to make sense
of why this happened, and we
are embarrassed by it. But it is
important that we are up front
and honest with our readers,

Mr. Detrich joined The Blade
in 1989 and has won hundreds
of newspaper photography
awards over the years. e was
a Pulitzer finalist in 1998. The
work he tumed in always ap-
peatred to be guality photojous-
nalism, which is why editors
had no reason to suspect he was
digitally altering photographs.

In this respect, we let our
readers down, and we apologize
for that and pledge to you that
we will do better.

Contact Ron Royhab at:
royhap@theblade.com




EXAMPLES OF ALTERED PHOTOGRAPHS

The Blade began investigating after determining that a photograph from a March 30 Blufftan Uni-
versity baseball game had been digitally altered by a staff photographer before being submitted to
editors. The inguiry found that since January of this year, former photograplier Allan Detrich submit-
tad 847 photos for publication, of which 78 had been digitally sitered. Twenty-seven of the altered
photos were published in the newspaper and on toledoblade.com, and an additional 31 were
published only on the Web site. Another 21 altered photos submitted were not published.

Above: The original image of the Bluffton {niversity baseball feam praying before is first
game on March 20 included 2 pair of fegs beneath the No. 1§ sign at far right.

Below: The legs had been digitatly removed s an altered image that was subrmitted by the
photographer and appeared in the March 31 edition of The Blade.

Left: A photo taken at the Kut-N-Up salon on Sylvania Avenue for The Blade's Toledo 24 serles
contained a white cord in the upper right of the image. Right: When the photographer submitted
the image, which was published on toledoblade.com on March 25, the cord had been removed.

L : i & i —
left: A photo taken during the Jan. 27 University of Tolede and Kent State women’s baskethall
game showed players reaching upward. Right: A basketball had been added to the image when the
photographer submitted it to editors. The image was not selected and did not appear in the paper.




GCROSSING AN ETHICAL LINE

Three other news organiza-
tions have dealt with the issue
of digitally altered photos in the
last several years:

B The Los Angeles Times
fired photographer Brian Waiski
over a satellite phone while
he was covering the invasion
of traey for the newspaper on
Aprit 1, 2003. Mr. Walski had
taken two separate images and
combined them into one image
to create a news photograph
on March 30, 2003,

FPhoto editors at the Times’
sister paper, the Hartford
Courant, discovered the al-
tered image after the Courant
had printed it. After a day of
research, Colin Crawford, Los
Angeles Times director of pho-
tography, confronted Mr. Wal-
ski. “What Brian did is totally
unacceptable and he violated
our trust with our readers,” Mr.
Crawford told Poynter Online,
an industry Web site.

BAdnan Hajj, a Reuters
freelance photographer, altered
two photos last summer while
covering the conflict between
Israel and Hezbollah in Beirut.

Mr. Hajj used the cloning toot
within Photoshep to alter the
amount of smoke in the sky
after an aerial bombardment
on Aug. 5, 2006. A Reuters
investigation confirmed this
and found another image of
an Israeli F-16 fiting defensive
flares that was altered to add
more flares.

Reuters removed all of Mr.
Hajj’s images from its database
and released the freelance
photographer,

Paul Holmes, editor of po-
fitical and general news at Re-
uters, toid the BBC that senior
photographers at the agency

“weren’t convinced” that clean-
ing dust off the first image
would result in the manipula-
tion the image showed. He said
there had been a “lapse in our
editing process” but stressed
that Reuters had moved

swiftly 1o address the issue and
tighten editing procedures.

“There is no graver breach of
Reuters standards for our pho-
tographers than the deliberate
manipulation of an image,”
Global piciure editor Tom Szlu-
kovenyi said in a statement to
the BBC.

B The Charlotte Observer in
North Carolina fired photog-
rapher Patrick Schneider on
July 28, 2008, for manipulating
colors in a photo that appeared
in the newspaper. Mr. Schneider
had been reprimanded for alter-
ing photos before.

in this case, the image
showed a firefighter on a ladder,
silhouetted against the sun and
a vividly red sky. It was pub-
lished in color on the front of
the paper’s iocal news section.

Observer Editor Rick Thames
apologized to the newspa-
per's readers for the altered
photo and announced that Mr.
Schneider no longer worked
for the paper. “in the original
photao, the sky in the photo was
brownish-gray. Enhanced with
photo-editing software, the sky
became a deep red and the sun
took on a more distinct halo,”
the editor’s note said.

“Schneider said he did not
intend to mislead readers, only
to restore the actual color of
the sky,” the note continued.
“He said the color was lost
when he underexposed the
photo o offset the glare of the
sun.”
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